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CONFIDENTIAL LISBON 2801 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, PO 

SUB J : COMMUNIST WORKERS ATTEMPT THROW OUT SOCIALIST EDITOR 

1. AN EFFORT IS NOW BEING MADE BY COMMUNIST-DOMINATED 
PRINTERS TO PURGE RAUL REGO, EDITOR OF SOCIALIST PAPER 
"REPUB LICA". REGO, A WELL-KNOWN OPPONENT OF THE CAETANO- 
SALAZAR REGIME, WAS INFORMATION MINISTER IN THE FIRST POST 
REVOLUTION GOVERNMENT, IS A DIRECTOR OF THE SOCIALIST PARTY, 
AND A DELEGATE TO THE CONSTITUENT ASSEMBLY. AS OF 6:00 P.M. 

MAY 19, REGO WAS IN HIS OFFICE REFUSING TO LEAVE FOR FEAR 
THAT HE WOULD NOT BE ALLOWED BACK IN AGAIN, AND THE WORKERS 
HAVE SENT UP PICKETS OUTSIDE THE PLANT ALLOWING NO ONE TO 
ENTER. 

2. THE SOCIALISTS HAVE CALLED A PROTEST DEMONSTRATION FOR 

THE EVENING OF MAY 19 AND WE UNDERSTAND THAT SOCIALIST LEADER 
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CALLING FOR THE DEMONSTRATION. 

3. ATTEMPT TO GET REGO WAS PRECIPITATED BY EMBARRASSING 
ARTICLE MAY 16 IN WHICH REPUB LICA PUBLISHED THE LIST OF 
CHARGES COMMUNIST WORKERS WERE PLANNING TO USE IN THEIR PURGE 
OF NON-COMMUNISTS ON THE STAFF OF PORTUGUESE RADIO-TELEVISION. 
CHARGES INCLUDED THINGS LIKE "BROTHER IN LAW OF — ", 

"ALMOST CERTAINLY CORRUPT," "MENTALLY RETARDED", FRUSTRATED 
HOMOSEXUAL," ETC. 

4. COMMENT: REPUBLICA IS ONE OF FEW PAPERS WILLING TO 
CRITICIZE THE COMMUNISTS, THE GOP, AND THE ARMED FORCES 
MOVEMENT. REGO'S "ANTI-FASCIST CREDENTIALS ARE IMPECCABLE. 

5. ATTEMPT TO PURGE REGO IS TAKING PLACE DURING AN UNUSUALLY 
TENSE DAY WITH THE STILL-UNEXPLAINED MRPP-RAL-1 

ACTIONS OF THE WEEKEND REVERBERATING IN THE CONTEXT OF THE 
FIRST POST-MARCH 1 1 AFM ASSEMBLY (LISBON 2786). ACTING 
FONMIN AND LEADING SOCIALIST. JORGE CAMPINOS, TOLD AMBASSADOR 
LATER AFTERNOON MAY 19 THAT ANOTHER POLITICAL 
CRISIS WAS IN TRAIN. IN GENERAL CAMPINOS APPEARED QUITE DIS- 
COURAGED ABOUT LATEST SERIES OF EVENTS. 
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